
Essays focusing on the following topics about Sister Nivedita 

• Students 14 to 18:
 Topic: “Sister Nivedita’s contribution to India,”  Essay limit 2000 words
 First prize $1000, Second prize $500, Third prize $300
• Students 10 to 13:
  Topic: “Life story of Sister Nivedita,”   Essay limit 1000 words
First prize $500, Second prize $300, Third prize $200 
• All participants will be recognized with prizes.
• Submit essays typed in double space, 12-point font along with name, age, school or college, and email 
contact info. The essays should arrive via postal mail by February 28, 2018 to Vedanta Society of St. Louis, 
205 South Skinker Blvd., St. Louis, MO 63105.
• Results will be announced by March 31, 2018 and prizes will be awarded in April 2018

• For further information, please contact: 
 1. Swami Chetanananda, 314-721-5118, email: chetanananda@vedantastl.org
 2. Krishna Sankaran, 314-276-4423, email: kksankaran@gmail.com 

Vedanta Society of St. Louis announces

An essay competition celebrating the 150th birth anniversary of  Sister Nivedita

“From schoolgirl to school founder”

Swami Vivekananda (1863-1902) was a disciple of Ramakrishna who presented Hinduism 
at the Parliament of Religions in Chicago in 1893. He spread the message of Vedanta in the 
western world. He said: “Religion is the manifestation of the Divinity already in man.” “The 
older I grow, the more everything seems to me to lie in manliness. This is my new gospel.” 
“Give me a few men and women who are pure and selfless. And I shall shake the world.”
Sister Nivedita (Margaret Elizabeth Noble: 1867-1911) was an Irish disciple of Swami 
Vivekananda who gave her life for women’s education in India, spreading Hinduism and 
awakening national consciousness of India. Swami Vivekananda wrote to her:  “My ideal indeed 
can be put into a few words and that is: to preach unto humankind their divinity, and how to 
make it manifest in every movement of life.” Nivedita’s sacrifice is now in the pages of Indian 
history. She justified her name Nivedita—the dedicated one—which was given by her guru.


